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less than twelve hours per week (Angelini & Rosamilha, 1965). An-
other research study surveyed more than four hundred childrer_l _be-
tween 9 and 16 years of age. 58 per cent of the subjects were living
in homes with TV receivers. Their preferences were for “soqp op-
eras” in the case of girls and for the western serial “Bonanza” in the
case of boys. It was discovered that television was negatively affect-
ing time devoted to study, play, and book reading for boys and girls,
and radio listening only for girls. 42 per cent of parents were totally
permissive in program selection by their children. More than _h_alf
of the subjects believed that they learned a great deal from television
programs (Pfrom Netto, 1968). .

From what we know about commercial television and its public,
it is easy to conclude that television is a powerful medium of com-
munication, reaching children and adults of all socio-economic_level.s.
An average of 900,000 persons see television programs each mght in
the city of Sao Paulo. 39 per cent of the total expenditures in afl-
vertising are used in television advertising. Television began in
Erazil as entertainment for the upper classes, but in the pqst f_eW
years its use has expanded to the urban lower classes in cities like
S&o Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. Several critics have denounced the
low level of our TV programs claiming this debasement is a conse-
quence of the TV producer’s interest in pleasing the tastes of less
educated people.

The educational use of commercial television is seen by some
specialists as a good way to compensate for the lack of cult.ural or
high quality television programs. Several recommendations in a re-
cent Brazilian Congress of Telecommunications were related to the
use of commercial channels for educational and instructional pur-
poses. It can be anticipated that the recent development of satell}te
communications in Brazil will give strong support to those who main-
tain that more television time must be given to educational matters—
and personally I believe that the Brazilian government has_a great
interest in this possibility. Television is a wide open medium and
education is the best of all causes.
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ABSTRACT . 5 1
This paper presents some recent developments_lp educatlor_xa
technology related to educational psychology, empl}aSlzmg some S1g-
nificant facts regarding the introduction of educational television In
Brazil.
The organization and function of educational TV stations in the
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