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TABLE 4

Number and Mean Age of Children in each Category
in the Combined Colombian Sample

Category N Mean Age
Conservers 40 6-9
Nonconservers 64 6-7
Total 109 6-8

When the working class Colombian subgroup was compared with
the middle class Colombian subgroup the resulting chi square was
.85 while one greater than 3.84 was needed for significance.

Di1scUSSION

The expected slight but statistically significant differences be-
tween groups were not found. There was no statistical difference
between the proportion of conservers in the U. S. sample when com-
pared with the Colombian sample. Nor was there any significant
difference in the proportion of middle class children who conserved
when compared with working class children. These findings are
relevant in the light of the definite cultural, educational and economic
factors which differentiate these three groups. It seems that what-
ever the influence of these factors, they were not potent enough to
create any difference in the proportion of children who showed con-
servation of number. These findings strongly endorse Goodnow’s
(1962) conclusion that the similarities across milieus are more strik-
ing than their differences. This not only reflects the power of Pia-
get’s theory but also suggests that there are important uniformities
in the cognitive development of children even across the broad cul-
tural spectrum which includes much of the Western hemisphere.
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ABSTRACT
To test the effects of cultural variation on conservation of num-
ber in children a United States middle class sample was compared
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with a Colombian sample. Also 2 Colombian subgroups (middle class
and working class) were compared. The U. S. data was gathered
by previous investigators who worked with 58 conserving and non-
conserving children. The Colombian sample consisted of 104 con-
serving and nonconserving children. This sample included 34 labor-
ing class children and 70 middle class children. None of the com-
parisons were statistically significant leading to the conclusion that
the general variation within the cultural spectrum involved was not
great enough to affect conservation of number.

RESUMEN

Con objeto de comprobar los efectos de la variable cultural en
la conservacion del nimero, se comparé una muestra de nifios de la
clase media en los Estados Unidos con una mestra equivalente de
ninos Colombianos. También fueron comparados dos subgrupos Co-
lombianos (clase media y laboral). Los datos de Estados Unidos
fueron proporcionados por investigaciones previas con 58 nifios “con-
servadores” y ‘“no conservadores”. La muestra Colombiana consté
de 104 nifios “conservadores” y ‘no conservadores”. Esta muesta
incluye 34 nifios de la clase laboral y 70 de la clase media. Ninguna
de las comparaciones resulto estadisticamente significativa, con-
cluyéndose que la variacion general involucrada dentro del espectrum
cultural no fué lo suficientemente grande para afectar la conserva-
cion del numero.

RESUMO

Uma amostra de criangas da classe média nos E.E.U.U. foi com-
parada com uma amostra de criancas colombianas para verificar os
efeitos de variagao cultural na conserva¢cdo de ntimero. Dois sub-
grupos colombianos (classe média e classe trabalhadora) foram com-
parados. Investigadores nos EEUU haviam préviamente colhido os
dados de 58 criangas que conservavam e 58 que nao conservavam. A
amostra colombiana incluiu um total de 104 criangas que conservavam
e que ndo conservavam. Esta amostra contou com 34 criancas da
classe trabalhadora e 70 da classe média. Nenhuma das comparacoes
revelou-se significativa, tendo-se concluido que a variacdo geral den-
tro do ambiente cultural estudado nao foi suficientemente grande
para afetar a conservagdo de niimero.
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